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The role of camels in spreading of Transboundary Animal Diseases
Abu ajaila Tarhuni, Magbola Krista, Fathia Al-Fitouri
Fatima Al-Qumati, Osama Al-Asaibai, Aya Shayara
Agricultural and Animal Research Center — Tripoli-Libya
Abstract:

Libya is located in North Africa and has a long coastline on the
Mediterranean Sea estimated at about (2000 km), Along which many
seaports that receive various imports of live animals and their products in
order to meet the local market's need for meat. Also the country
characterized by large geographical borders with six Arab and African
countries, which makes it open outlets for transboundary animal diseases
(TADSs), that may threat the spread of these diseases and the consequent
high economic losses, both at the level of local production or foreign trade.

Transboundary animal diseases are known as highly contagious and rapidly
spreading epidemic diseases such as foot and mouth disease, Rift valley
fever and Riderpest, and they have important economic impacts on food
security, trade in live livestock and their products, with a significant health
and environmental consequences. and its negative effects on rural
communities.

The camels is an important component of the livestock in Libya, and the only
animal that travels across the desert in large numbers, whether legally or
through smuggling from African neighboring countries, without subject to
veterinary quarantine.

Libya imports alive camels from a number of African countries via sea
freight, in addition to transporting camels, especially racing camels by air
despite its high costs, through which many cross-border animal diseases can
be spread easily.

The main research problem is focused on the economic effects resulting from
the spread of transboundary animal diseases, and ways to prevent and
reduce them in Libya.

This study aims to define cross-border diseases and the role of camels in
their spread among herds, with a geographical map of the areas in which
they are located, the timing of their spread, and to address their economic
effects on the trade of a live animals and meat, their settlement in Libya, and
the extent of the state’s response in taking the necessary precautions in the
event of their emergence, in addition to the direct and indirect changes
resulting from the extent of its spread in different regions, due to increasing
the international trade, the movement of people and animals.
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