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Abstract:

The rapid spread of the COVID-19 virus forced all international policies to confront
it in different ways, due to its repercussions not only on health, but also on the
economic and societal levels in order to try limiting its spread and reduce the risk of
infection. Although that the international policies have so far implemented a variety
of precautionary measures of varying degree and type; However, the nature of the
epidemic requires high responses at the global and regional levels collectively. The
situation in Libya is not far from what we mentioned, especially since the Libyan
society is living in a state of war and corruption, which isn't sufficient to confront a
new dilemma such as the COVID 19 pandemic. In this study, we highlight the extent
to which the Libyan government and its policies are able to contain the outbreak of
this pandemic by examining the response of Libyan governments and the extent of its
commitment to implement its policy of government shutdowns and direct financial
transfers to contain the epidemic crisis in shaping health, societal economic
disparities during the spread of the pandemic, which are manifested in: Uneven
distribution and/or access to financial and non-financial resources allocated to
contain the crisis and opportunities to engage in value creation, appropriation and
distribution. The study was used as a secondary research design which performs a
systematic investigation of the data we obtained from the daily bulletins of the
National Center for Disease Control 2020- 2021, the report of the Libyan Audit
Bureau 2020, and OxCGRT data on Libyan government policy responses. The
results showed the inability of the Libyan governments to implement their policy of
general government closure, which led to the spread of the pandemic by 200%. The
study also showed the existence of regional inequality as a result of the poor
implementation policy of the closure and the corruption of direct transfers (cash or in
kind).

Keywords: pandemic containment, flattening the curve, government policies,

government shutdown.
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